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For release after 1:30 p.m., March 18
USO, HUBBS-SEA WORLD RESEARCH INSTITUTE TO OFFER
SAN DIEGO'S FIRST UNDERGRADUATE MARINE STUDIES PROGRAM
The University of San Diego and Hubbs-Sea World Research Institute
will join together to offer San Diego's first undergraduate marine
studies program beginning fall semester, 1985.
The partnership was announced by Dr. Author E. Hughes, USO
president, and Dr. William E. Evans, Hubbs' president and executive
director, at a March 18 news conference.
The partnership marks the first formal affiliation between Hubbs
and a11 academic institution. Founded in 1963 as the Mission Bay Research
Foundation, the Institute's name was changed in 1977 to honor Dr. Carl
L. Hubbs, the famous ichthyologist, and his wife and co-researcher, Laura.
11
\•ie' re very pleased to reach this agreement with Hubbs-Sea World
Research Institute, one of the most respected marine research organizations
in the world," said Dr. Hughes. 11 We would not be able to offer this
program without the expertise, facilities and equipment that Hubbs will
pro vi de the university."
Dr. Evans said that 11 Hubbs trustees and staff are especially proud
to be associated with the Unive.rsity of San Diego. The university's
outstanding academic reputation and the uniqueness of this program
should be especially appealing to high school students, who will now
have a superb opportunity to consider a career in this field." The
agreement launches one of the few undergraduate marine studies programs
on the west coast, he added.
Students will use laboratory facilities and classrooms at both
institutions and also the research vessels at Hubbs. They will be
instructed by USO faculty members and Hubbs' research scientists.
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We believe that this innovative venture merges the current work
being carried on in the marine sciences by these two superior
institutions, 11 said Dr. C. Joseph Pusateri, dean of USD 1 s College of
Arts and Sciences. 11 1t blends their individual strengths -- the teaching
excellence of a fine, professionally active USO faculty and the
outstanding research scientists and faci)ities of the Hubbs-Sea World
Research Institute -- into a coordinated ·curriculum for undergraduate
students. 11
Students who select marine studies will be required to also complete
a major in another subject in order to ensure ma-ximum exposu-re to
the liberal arts and to enlarge career opportunities for the program's
graduates, according to Dr. Pusateri.
Students will choose between two options in marine studies -marine sciences or ocean studies. Marine sciences majors will be
required to complete a second major in one of the natural sciences such
as biology, chemistry or physics. Ocean studies majors will be required
to complete a second major in a non-science field such as anthropology,
economics, history, international relations or another appropriate
major.
Graduates of the program are expected to find career opportunities
in marine research careers or marine-related businesses such as
marine technology, aquaculture or international trade. Dr. Pusateri
said that the program also will provide excellent pre-law preparation
for students interested in legal issues affecting commerce and the
marine environment.
Several members of USD's biology department with a background
in matine research will teach in the program. Their research includes
studies of the energetics of seabirds, metabolism of marine invertebrates~ lagoon ecology, the behavior of inshore fish, and sediment
deposition in estuaries. Faculty from other USO departments also will
teach in th.e program.
Hubbs' scientists will teach as well. Their research on the
marine environment has taken them to nearly all parts of the globe,
including Antarctica for penguin field studies and the Bay of Bengal
for study of fisheries management techniques. Over the years
11
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Sea World has made its expert staff and extensive collection of marine
mammals and birds available to qualified researchers, two resources
which will occasionally augment the new program.
Among the Institute 1 s current projects are sports fishery enhancement through the use of aquaculture techniques, studies of the ecology
of the Mono Lake region, and echolocation and vocalization studies
of marine mammals. In addition, the Institute and Sea World have
worked cooperatively to manage a successful penguin propagation program,
a joint project with the National Science Foundation.
Hubbs is staffed by 21 scientists, research associates and administrative personnel. Its primary sources of funding are government contracts
and grants, private contributions and fund-raising projects directed by
the Helmsmen, a 120-member support group.
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